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Claude Berrebi and Hanan Yonah

Terrorism and philanthropy: the effect of terror attacks on
the scope of giving by individuals and households

http://link.springer.com/journal/11127/169/3/page/1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11127-016-0375-y
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Daniel Bar-Tal, Aurel Harrison Diamond, Meytal Nasie

Political socialization of young children in intractable
conflicts
Conception and evidence

First Published on the International Journal of Behavioral Development June 8, 2016

This article examines the political socialization of young children who live under
conditions of intractable conflict. We present four premises: First, we argue that,
within the context of intractable conflict, political socialization begins earlier and
faster than previously suspected, and is evident among young children. Second, we
propose that the agents of political socialization impart narratives of the ethos of
conflict and of collective memory in young children that support continuation of
the conflict. Third, we maintain that the great majority of the young children form
systematic and coherent systems of beliefs, attitudes, and emotions that support the
conflict as a result of political socialization and direct exposure to conflict. Finally,
we suggest that the conflict-related contents absorbed by children have lasting
effects on the solidification of children’s later socio-psychological repertoire. Our
arguments highlight the serious consequences of political socialization processes on
very young children in societies involved in intractable conflict.

Meytal Nasie, Aurel Harrison Diamond, Daniel Bar-Tal

Young Children in Intractable Conflicts
The Israeli Case

International Journal of Behavioral Development

The article examines the political socialization of young Jewish-Israeli children
who live under the [sraeli-Palestinian intractable conflict. It proposes arguments and
presents empirical evidence to suggest that the way in which political socialization
of young children happens in this context contributes to the development of
conflict-supporting narratives of ethos of conflict and collective memory by the
youngest generation. As a result, the conflict solidifies adherence to these narratives
in adulthood, thereby serving as a major obstacle to the processes of peace-
making and peace-building. Specifically, as evidence for showing how the political
socialization works in Israel, a series of studies conducted in Israeli kindergartens
and elementary schools are presented. These studies recount the contents acquired
by young children, as well as contents delivered by teachers, related to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. This indicates the serious consequences of acquiring conflict-
supporting narratives at an early age in societies involved in intractable conflict.
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Elyakim Kislev

The effect of education policies on higher-education
attainment of immigrants in Western Europe: A cross-
classified multilevel analysis

Published in: Journal of European Social Policy on April 27, 2016

The number of immigrant students in Western Europe is growing steadily, but
their social integration and educational achievements are still lagging behind.
Nevertheless, there is still very little empirical evidence on which policies can
effectively promote them. Thus, this article tests two main types of policies:
targeted support and intercultural policies, and compares their effect on university
graduation of six immigrant groups in 13 Western European countries. This
research incorporates country- and origin-based variables as well as social and
individual characteristics in cross-classified multilevel analyses. Data from the
European Social Survey, the Migrant Integration Policy Index, the United Nations
(UN) database and the World Bank database are integrated here. Findings show that
intercultural policies have more positive effect on immigrant students than targeted
policies. Furthermore, there is division between these six groups not only in their
actual educational achievements, but also in the extent to which they are helped by
education policies.

Elyakim Kislev

New Trends and Patterns in Western European
Immigration to the United States
Linking European and American Databases

This study explores the latest changes in Western European immigration to the
United States by integrating several large databases: the U.S. census, the American
Community Surveys and the European Social Survey, as well as the Human
Development Index and Gini index. Findings show that the number of individuals
bornin Western Europe but with family origins elsewhere who have been immigrating
to and settling in the United States is increasing. I divide the Western European
population that immigrates to the United States into seven different subpopulations
by their ancestries and explore the characteristics of these populations before and
after immigrating to the United States. I also examine their relative success in terms
of economic and labor outcomes in America, finding, for example, that some of
the least advantaged immigrant groups have some of the best economic outcomes
in the United States. The different self-selection and assimilation patterns among
these immigrants have implications for U.S public policy, which we identify and
begin to explore.
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Momi Dahan, Israel Economic Review Vol. 14, No. 1 (2016), 1-51

How successful was the melting pot in the economic field?

This work finds for the first time an almost continuous trend, as of the mid- 1990s, in
which the income gap between households of the two major ethnic groups in Israel
(European/American versus Asian/African descent) has been reduced. In 2011 the
net income gap was 27 percent, whereas in the mid- 1990s it was around 40 percent.
Paradoxically, it seems that increased inequality between educated individuals and
uneducated individuals accounts for the economic rise of those of Asian/African
descent. The increase in return on higher education has promoted less-educated people
(of Asian/African descent) to increase their investment in education. This hypothesis is
in line with the rise of education levels among those of Asian/African descent, which
was faster than the rise among native Israelis of European/American descent. This work
also reveals a significant improvement in representation of the Asian/African ethnic
group in the past three decades. This improvement is manifest in a sharp decline in the
proportion of households of Asian/African descent in the two bottom deciles, as well
as a significant rise in their representation in the upper deciles. In the last two years of
the studied period, the share of the Asian/African ethnic group in the upper decile was
for the first time proportional to its share in the general population. Furthermore, this
study shows that the wage gap between employees of both ethnic groups is larger than
expected as per the measured differences in education level. The continent of origin can
explain approximately 10 percent of the wage gap among men and 5 percent among
women. However, these two estimates have fluctuated greatly over the years.

Avi Ben-Bassata, 1, , Momi Dahanb, 2, , Esteban F. Klora,

Is centralization a solution to the soft budget
constraint problem?

European Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 45 December 2016

This paper focuses on the centralization program implemented in Israel in 2004 to
analyze whether the administrative subordination of municipalities is an effective
policy to deal with problems related to soft-budget constraint of lower level
governments. The results consistently show, for different specifications and samples
of municipalities, that this program brought a substantial decrease of municipalities’
expenditures (mostly because of decreases in salary payments), and an increase of
local property tax collection. Our analysis shows that all of the fiscal impact of the
program is due to the appointment of an accountant that reports directly to the central
government, a relatively mild form of administrative subordination. In contrast, more
intrusive forms of subordination, like the central imposition of a recovery program, do
not result in any substantial improvement of municipalities’ fiscal situation. This leads
us to conclude that a mild form of administrative subordination is an effective tool to
cope with problems related to soft-budget constraints, whereas political subordination
is not an effective tool to reach that goal.
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