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Abstract:

Gemach for interest-free loans is an frequent institute in the ultra-orthodox society in
Israel (below: Charedim). And one can get, in some conditions, loans of tens of
thousands shekels, which he have the option to repay due some years, and without any
interest. This research ask to reveal the unique features of the Gemach and examine the

analogous and differences to other social organizations.

Firstly, those institutes are unknown to non-charedi persons, and they never advertise it
in detail. So the research require an groundwork about the Gemach’s. This work based
on half-build interviews with difference types of key persons in this area. The main
insight is the possibility to classify the Gemach to third sizes: big, medium and small. In
addition the groundwork contributed a comprehensive picture about the activity nature

of this Gemachs.

In the second stage I decided to base the research on the view of the raverage
depositors”, which are not affluent or philanthropy, and even tough deposit big amounts
in the Gemach. The research has ben done via questionners that sent to the depositors in
differences communities. The answers reveal three main basic lines of the unique
Gemach-activity: Firstly, the tight community, and the ideological envelope leads the
depositors to feel like a partner more than like a donor. Secondly, the personal-trust in
the Gemach-manager, something that connect to general type of status in this society, is
also helps them to rely on this system and participate in it. Finally, the conception about
private-property and savings is more gentle and collaborative than in the modern and
liberal conception, and this difference make it possible for them to treat their deposit as
a rright way to manage the money with an good-will motivation” even more as a

donation.



