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Abstract: Cross-Sectoral Partnerships: Gilded Cage for the Third Sector?

By Roni Lior, supervision by Dr. Michal Almog-Bar December 2015
In Israel, as in many other countries, the Third Sector is responsible for a significant
share of the social and civic activity on the national level. Many of these Third Sector
organizations wish to partner with the government in order to achieve their goals, gain
financial stability and earn public legitimacy.

There exists very little research that focuses on Third Sector organizations in cross-
sectoral partnerships. In this thesis, | will address that exact point. The "Sderot and
Gaza Envelope Resilience Centers” will serve as a case study for how Third Sector
organizations behave in a cross sectoral partnership. How they influence it, and how
they are influenced by it. This research examines the Israel Trauma Coalition's role in
the Resilience Centers' partnership, the relationships it fostered with the governmental
partners, benefits it gained from it and the prices it paid in doing so.

13 interviews, analyzed by a qualitative method, indicate that the role and status of the
Third Sector organization in a partnership is much less influenced by the formal status
it holds with the state, than by non-formal relationships and particularly trust-based
personal relationships that develop.

Having said that, a Third Sector organization should take into consideration several
possible risk factors when entering a cross-sectoral partnership. These include: partial
loss of professional and organizational flexibility, governmental involvement in
organizational policy, adoption of bureaucratic values and norms and possible

changes within organizational power-relations and structure.



